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FOCUS: SPECIAL ISSUE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN – EQUALITY – HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

   

 

IN VIENNA: ADVANCES IN THE PROTECTION OF 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mendes Bota took part in the international conference “Wienna+20: 

Advancing the protection of Human Rights”, organized by the 

Austrian government and the United Nations, on the passing of the 

20
th

 anniversary over the World Conference on Human Rights, with 

the purpose of analising the impact of the Vienna Declaration and 

the Action Program approved then. Two hundred specialists from 

all over the world gathered there, and Mendes Bota spoke on 

Women’s Human Rights. + INFO 

    

 

MEETING WITH AZERBAIJAN’s DEPUTY MINISTER 

OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

In his role as General Rapporteur on Violence Against Women 

(PACE), Mendes Bota travelled to Azerbaijan to join a 

conference on the Istambul Convention and meet with high 

dignitaries of that State, the goal being to lead them into signing 

and ratifying this international law instrument. Mendes Bota sat 

with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mahmud 

Mammadguliyev. + INFO 

 

 

 

  

 

IN LISBON: WITH THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

FEMM COMMITTEE  

A delegation of the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender 

Equality (FEMM) from the European Parliament met with 

Mendes Bota, in his role as General Rapporteur on Violence 

Against Women (PACE), the subject having been broached of a 

future cooperation with the Parliamentary Network “Women 

Free From Violence”, over which he coordinates. + INFO 

 

 

http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130628relce78.pdf
http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130506n2.pdf
http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130502n.pdf


IN STRASBOURG: HEARING ON PROSTITUTION 

AND TRAFFICKING  

As General Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, Mendes 

Bota presided over a hearing of the Parliamentary Network 

“Women Free From Violence” on “Prostitution and Trafficking”, 

with several specialists being heard, as well as a sex workers 

association based in the Netherlands, and two victims of 

organized crime networks who exploit women for that purpose. + 

INFO 

 

                                                                                                  

 

 

GEORGIA: ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 

Speaking on the floor at the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary 

Assembly in Strasbourg, Mendes Bota questioned Georgia’s Prime-

Minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili, about the assault on opposition 

parliamentarian Chiora Taktakishvili, apparently perpetrated by a 

pro-government demonstrator, before the passivity of police 

officials present during the incident. + INFO 

 

 

THE YEAR OF THE ISTANBUL CONVENTION 

Mendes Bota wrote an article in “Notícias” magazine, published 

by the Committee on Citizenship and Gender Equality, stressing 

what a great impact the Istanbul Convention may have on society, 

saving many thousands of lives and considerably improving the 

conditions of several million women. 2013 will be a decisive year 

for this combat. + INFO 

 

Foto de ionline 

                                                                                                               

 

 

IN WARSAW: TRAFFICKING AND PROSTITUTION ON 

DEBATE   

In Warsaw, Mendes Bota took part in a meeting of the Committee 

on Equality and Non-Discrimination of the Council of Europe’s 

Parliamentary Assembly, over which he presented a first 

memorandum in the context of the report on “Criminalizing the 

purchase of to combat the trafficking of people for sexual 

exploitation” he is currently developing. + INFO 

 

 

http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130424relce72.pdf
http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130424relce72.pdf
http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130423n.pdf
http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130404ddmb.pdf
http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130319relce71.pdf


AGAINST FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION 

Answering to a questionnaire from journalist Sónia Graça, of “Sol” 

weekly, Mendes Bota upheld, regarding female genital mutilation, 

that culture, customs, religion, tradition or the so called ‘honor’, can 

never be invoked in justification of any type of violence against 

women. + INFO 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’s DAY 

 

Regarding the International Women’s Day, the Assembly of the 

Republic reaffirmed its commitment to promote gender equality and 

the dignity of human beings, with the improvement of women’s 

status and visibility. Mendes Bota subscribed congratulating vote 

no. 114/CII/2ª, submitted by several parliamentary groups, in the 

name of justice, social progress and quality of democracy. + INFO 

  

 

PROMOTING LABOR EQUALITY BETWEEN WOMEN 

AND MEN  

Mendes Bota subscribed resolution project no. 635/XII/2ª, in 

which the government is recommended, in the issue of combating 

discrimination practices between men and women in the working 

world, to promote the adoption and publicizing by the Authority 

on Labor Conditions of condemnatory rulings and also the 

segregated statistics according to gender. + INFO 
 

 

http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130312e.pdf
http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130307ddar.pdf
http://www.mendesbota.com/menu_home/pdf/20130304il.pdf

